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THE TRIAL OF MR. ELWALL, 
rOR HERESY AND BLASPHEMY AT STAFFORD ASSIZES. 





CONCLUDED. 

THE TRIUMPH OF TRUTT. 
Arter I bad ended my speech, a justice of the 
peace, one Rupert iumpatch, got up, went to 
the judge, laid his hand upon the judge’s shoul- 
der, and said, my lord. | know this man to be an 
honest man; and what Lsay, [speak not by hear- 
say, but experience; for | was his next door 
neighbour three years. Also another justice 
spoke to the same eflect. ‘Duen the judge spoke 
io me: Mr. Elwall,] perceive you have studied 
very deeply into this controversy; but have you 
ever consulted any of our reverend clergy, and 
hishops of the church of England; | answered 
ves, | have; and among others the Archbishop 
Canterbury himself, with whom I have ex 
hanged ten letters, viz. four ] have had from 
him, and six he bas had from me. [At which 
words, all the priests stared very earnestly. |— 
Well, says the judge, and was not the archbish- 
in these 
0; but rather quite 


p ao to g:ve you some Satisiaction 
Pom ve SS ) td 
points, Mr. Elwall?) I said.u 

: reverse; for that In 


the archbishop, | grounded my arguments upon 


i 
it 


i =yY . ' 
e ieiters i sent to 


ali til 


word of God.and his prophets, Christ and 

is apostles; but in his answers to me, he refer- 
dme to acts of parliament, and declarations 

f state, &c. whereas I told the bishop, in one 


dered a man of bis nat- 
iould be so weak 
as io turn me over to buman authorities, in things 
ia divine nature; for though in all things that 
are of a temporal nature, and concern the civil 
society, ** 1 will be subject to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord’s sake 3” even from the king 
upon the throne, down to the meanest officer in 
the Jand; but in things that are of a spiritual! 
nature, and concern my faith; my worship of 
fiod. and future state, | would ** call no man fa- 


{my letters, that | wor 


wral and acquired abilities, s} 


— ——- 


please that God who gave me my breath; and| Christ never told us of that scandalous popish 
therefore, if at any time I find myself drawn forth |invention, of hts human nature praying to his 
to write in defence of this sacred first command-! divine nature: but, like a true obedient son of 





ther here upon earth,” nor regard either popes 
er councils, prelates or priests of any denomina- | 
tion, nor convocations, nor assemblies of divines; 
but obey God and his prophets, Christ and his 
apostles. Upon which the judge answered, well, 
if his Grace of Canterbury was not able to give 
you satisfaction Mr. Elwall, | believe I shall not; | 
and so sat down and rested him, for I think he | 
had stood up for near an hour and a quarter. | 
Then he stood up again, and turning to the 
priests, talked sofily to them. I did not hear 
what he said, or what they said to him; but I 
guessed from what the judge said next; for, 
savs he, Mr. Elwall, you cannot but be sensible 
that what you have writ, being contrary to the 
commonly received doctrines of the church, it; 
has given offence to some of your neighbours, | 
and particularly to the clergy ; are you willing | 
to promise, betore the face of the country here, 
that you will not write any more on this head ? 
I answered. God forbid that | should make thee 
any such pronase; for when | wrote this book, 
I diditin the fear of God; and I did not write it 
to please the church of Rome, nor the church 
of Fogland, vor the church of Scotland; but to 





ment, or any other of the ten, IT hope I shall do 
it in the same spirit of sincerity as I have done 
this. And I perceived the judge was not in any 
wise displeased at my honest, plain, and bold an- 
swer, but rather his heart seemed to be knit in 
love tome; and he soon declared me acquitted: 
and then the clerk of the arraigns, or assizes, 
stood up, and said, Mr. Elwall you are acquitted : 
you may go out of court when you please. 

Sol went away through a very great crowd 
of people (for it was thought there was a thou- 
sand people at the trial) and having spoken 
long I was a-thirst, so went to a well and drank. 
Then went out of town by a river-side, and look- 
ing about and seeing no one near, ! kneeled 
down on the bank of the river and sent up my 
thank offering to that good God who had deliv- 
ered me out of their hands. 

By the time that I returned to the ‘own, the 


court was up and gone to dinner: a justice of 


peace and another person met me, and would 
have me to eat and drink with them, which I 
did: and afterwards as 1 was walking along the 
street, some persons hove up a great sash-win- 
dow and invited me up to them, and when | en- 
tered the room, | found ten or a dozen persons, 
most of them justices of the peace. and amongst 
them a priest, whom they called Doctor. One 
of the justices took me by the hand, and said 
Mr. Elwall, 1 am heartily glad to see you, and I 
was glad to hear you bear your testimony so 
boldly as you did. Yea, says another justice, 
and | was glad to see Mr. Elwall come off with 
flying colours as he did: 

Upon which the priest said (in a very bitter 
manner) ** He ought to have been hanged.” | 
turned unto him, and said friend, | perceive 
‘* thou dost not know what spirit thou art of: for 
the son of man come not to destroy, but to save,” 
but thou wouldest have me destroved. Upon 
which one of the justices said, ** How, now Doc- 


‘tor, did not you hear one of the justices say, 


that he was an honest man, and that what he 
said, was not by hear-say, but by experience, 


‘and would you have honest men hanged, Doc- 


. 


tor? Is this good doctrine :”? So that the priest 
said but little more for some time. 

So I took leave of the justices, and took horse 
for Wolverhampton, for | knew there would be 
great joy in my family, for the common people 
all expected to hear of my being fined and im- 
prisoned. But a farmer that lived near, who 
had been upon the jury at Staflord got to town 
before me, and the people went ail up and asked 
him, What have they done to Mr. Elwall?— 
Have they put him in prison? He answered 
‘* No, he preached there an hour together, and 
our parsons couid say never a word. What 
inust they put him in prison for? I told our fore- 
man of the jury, Mr. Elwall was an honest man, 
and his father was an honest man, | knew him 
very weill.”? Sothey were all damped. But 


there was great joy in my family, and amongst;Gen. vi. 
Praises, living praises be attri-| with man; And the spirit of God moved upon 


all my friends : 


buted te that good God who delivered me out of| the face of the waters: An 
| be light, aud there was light. 


their hands! 


God, submitted to death, even that cruel death 
which the hatred and envy of persecuting wick- 
ed priests inflicted on him, because he had so 
plainly and truly told them all of their blindness, 
covetousness, pride, and hypocrisy. And there- 
fore God raised him from the dead; and for his 
faithfulness, God has exaltedghim to be a prince 
and a Saviour to all thos& that obey that pure 
doctrine which God gave him to teach; that 
denying ungodliness and sinful lusts, we should 
live soberly and righteously inthis world. Then 
we are his disciples indeed, when we do those 
things that he hath commanded. Then shall 
we be saved, not by the merits of Christ, that is 
another popish invention ; for he never did any 
thing but what was his duty to do, and therefore 
conld not merit anything for others: but he 
taught us the true way to find acceptance with 
God, and that was by “ doing the will of his Fa- 
ther which is in heaven; and therein he is the 
way, the truth, and the life, because no one 
cometh unto the Father, but by that way.” 

Neither did he make satisfaction unto God for 
us. It was impossible; and what God never re- 
quired: But “he who had no pleasure in the 
death of sinners, but rather that they should 
turn from wickedness and live,” out of the im- 
measurable height and depth of his love, direct- 
ed our Lord Jesus Christ to teach mankind a 
never failing way of being reconciled to God, 
and that was by sincere repentance and reform- 
ation. ‘his was the gospel or good tidings of 
Jesus Christ, * Repent ye, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” He tells us, “1 am not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners to re- 
|pentance ;”° and by that beautiful excellent par- 
able of the prodigal son, he illustrates the ten- 
der mercy of his God, and our God, of his Fa- 
ther and our Father, without any satisfaction. 
‘The compassionate Father required none at all, 
but humble confession and submission, with sin- 
cere repentance, and reformation, and then 
‘comes the *‘ best robe, the ring, the shoes and 
the fatted calf,’ te demonstrate the paternal ac- 
ceptance without satisfaction or sacrifice, ** but 
_a broken and contrite heart which he will never 
irefuse ;”’ for he can as soon cease to be God, as 
icease to be merciful. 

And as to the Trinitarians, nothing is more 
plain, than that they feed upon ashes; ‘a de- 
ceived heart hath tarned them aside,” because 
‘they will not make use of those rational facul- 
ties wich God hath given them; nor say, * is 
‘there nota lie in my right hand?” otherwise 
ithey would never flatter the humble Jesus, nor 
‘inake the most High God to be a plurality of 
| persons. 
| For as to the Holy Ghost (their third God) it 
‘is evidently no distinct persoa from God, any 
‘more than a man’s spirit is a distinct person from 
the man; so that the spirit of God is God’s spi- 
rit; as is manifest from scripture and reason, 
3. ‘* My spirit shall not always strive 
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let there be a firmament in the midst of the wa-| lt has been understood that all such passages plainly in- 
ters. And God made all things by the word of} dicated that our Saviour was our substitute, that he 


his power.” 


So that the word of God and the { bore the dreadful penalty of the divine law in our stead, 


spirit of God, are not distinct persons from God, | by which God become reconciled to us, and gracious 


but the power of God, and the energy of God. 
So the word of a man and the spirit of a man. 


j 





to forgive our sins. Now if this be the plain and most 
scripture testimony, though we may 


evident sense of 


are not distinct persons trom the man, but the! be unable to see the justice of this substitution, yet as 


man himself; if his word be false, or his spirit believers in divine revelation, we are obligated t 


be wicked, the man is false and wicked. 


0 sub- 


mit our reason te the divine authority. But if you 


The same degree of stupidity that leads T'rin-; have any thing to reply to these few suggestions, it may 


itarians to call the word of God, and the spirit! be as well to hear your answer, before | further proceed 


} 


of God, distinct persons, would lead them to call! to my objections to your ge neral views. 


the wisdom of God, the goodness of God, the 


love of God, the peace of God, the power Of! with which you seem disposed to treat my remarks, and 


Dear sir, | am highly gratified with the c andor 
’ 


Uni. 


God, and the mercy of God, distinct persons: | ajso with your creat liberality in acknowledging that, 


and make God to be a trinity of trinities: for it 
is certain, God is expressly called by all those 
names. 

But whosoever goes about to father this ab- 
surd and horrid doctrine of the Trinity upon Je- 
sus Christ, do egregiously abuse him; who told 
us plainly, *“*his Father was greater than he; 
and that he could do nothing of himself,” which 
is a demonstration that he is not God: For we 
are sure God is omnipotent, and can do all things 
of himself; being self-existent and independent, 
the supreme creator of the universe; and in 
this it is, that the Unitarians triumph as unan- 
swerable, believing in Jesus Christ, who told us 
his Father was ** the only true God. John xvii. 3. 
By these last words of Christ, | myself was con- 
vinced many years ago. 
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Dialogue between a Universalist and « Limitarian. 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20. 

Lim. Sir, I am satisfied that I perfectly understand 
you; and before I proceed to my rePly, I wish to ex- 
press my entire approbation of the plain and simple 
manner in which you communieate vour thoughts ona 
subject of such vast moment. ‘There seems great pro- 
priety in stating our views, on divine subjects, in such 


> 


a way as may preclude any misunderstanding ; and in| 


disposing the several parts of a general subject in such 
order, as to be capable of easy dissection. 
You first contend that the opinion, so long establish- 


ed, and so generally believed in the christian church, 


that the divine law required the eternal condemnation | 


of mankind for transgression is neither scriptural nor 
reasonable. If you are correct in this important posi- 
tion, of course there was no need of a substitute. to act 
as a reconciler of the divine law to man; fora] 
conciliation that was nceded, was the reconciliation of 
the sinner to the law. 
scriptures, and I have thought much on your reasoning 


S § Ba 


i the re- 
I have carefully examined the 


on this subject, and am so tar cenvinecd that | must 
honestly say, that I know of no light in which the sub- 


ject can be seen, that reason would justify the penalty 
of endless condemnation for man’s crimes, committed 
in a mortal, finite state. But I am net so clear in mv 
understanding of the scriptures ; and as for our rea 
Ihumbly conceive, it would be a dangerous cnide, 
less enlightened by the divine testimony. 


e- 


in any case, concerning which 


ae 


un- 
Therefore, 
ur reason and the scrip- 
tures disagree, I feel myself bound to believe that we 
reason incorrectly, and to submit to the declarations of 
divine revelation. No doubt you are ready to call on 
me to prove from scripture, that our reasoning, in this 
case, is not consistent with the divine record ; but lam 
ready to acknowledge that, in my researclies, I have 
not been able to find any direct testimony in favour of 
this long established doctrine of the church. But I 
sha]] attempt to infer this doctrine from those scriptures 
which speak of our Saviour as our Redeemer, as giving 
himself a ransom, as tasting death for us, as dying “* the 
just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God,” as 
bearing ** our sins in his own body on the tree,” &c.— 





{ 
‘ 
! 


i 
i 
| 
i 
‘ 





+ 


in your own understanding,reason seems to speak against 
the popular doctrine of the church, on the subject of 
our present discussions. Noram I less pleased with you: 
profound devotion to the faithful testimony, and your 
determined submission to its most plain and evident 
meaning. Such is the darkness of the human mind, in 
certain particulars, that reason itself will tell us that 
the probability is that we reason wrong, when we rea- 
son in violation of a known and an established rule.— 
To be understood, I say, reason will tell a scholar, that 
it is more likely that he has made a mistake in a reck- 
oning in which he disagrees with an established author, 
than that the sum is wrong in the book, I mean how- 
ever, to apply this simile only to slow that reason is 
capable of being conscious of its own weakness, 

Now after we so happily agree in these preliminaries, 
it is to be hoped that we may still run together in one 


>h to me seems as important as 


those already mentioned; and that is, that we should 


never disregard reason so much as to fa 


more particular, whic 


your an expla- 
nation of scripture which every way appears unreason- 
able, when it may, to say the least, as will bear a ra- 


tional comment. I mean that we always oucht to al- 


17 


low a meaning of a text which is agreeable to our rea- 
son, to have the preference to one that seems entirely 
contrary to reason, when all other circumstances might 


be said to be equal, if such a case should be found. I 


we allow ourselves to eppose reason merely because it 
is reason, we make ourselves unreasonable. 

Presuming that you will agree with me in these sug- 
| gestions, I shall procecd in an attempt to apply those 
passages, to which you refer, and from which you infer 
the supposed penalty of the divine law, and the doctrine 


of substitution, in a way, as | think more consistent 
with both scripture and reason, than that in which they 


iat } 
have been generally understood. 


As Christ is said to be our Redeemer, it may be wel] 


to learn what the scriptures mean by the word Re- 
deeme ie 


n Lev. xxv. we have an account the manncr of 


redeeming a possession which had been sold; in the 
use of the word in this case, there was a price signified, 


which the person who redeemed the possession paid to 


the one who had previously bought it. And there was 


an exact calculation m: on the value of what was 


bought back, and the price according toit. But there 
~} 


is a different sense in which the word redeem is used in 


the 6th of Exodus, as foilows:; ** Wherefore savy unto 
the children of Israel, IT ani the Lord, and I will bring 


you out trom under the burdens of the Egyptians, and 
I will rid you out of th ir bondage; and 1 will redeem 
you witha stretched out arm and with great judgment.” 
You wil! readily perceive that in redeeming the house 
of Israel from Egypt, the Lord did not pay a price to 
the tyrant who oppressed them, at which price they 
were estimated. Now, as the Lord redeemed the house 
of Israel from Egyptian bondage by his servant Moses, 
so he redeemed man trom sin by Jesus Christ,who is that 
prophet, like unto Moses, which the Lord promised to 
See Titus ii. it, ** Who gave himself for 


his people. 
us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and pu- 
rify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works.’> Yon see by this passage that Jesus did not 





| 
} 


' 





vive himself for us, to redeem us from the supposed 
penalty of endless misery, but toredeem us from all inj. 
quily. This sense of redemption is expressed in Psalm 
xeii. 14, ** He shall redeem their soul from deceit and 
violence.” Here again you will observe that there is no 
price paid, which is received as a consideration for the 
value of the people. But they are redeemed, not from 
any authority which had a rightful claim on them, but 
from injurious power might 
be lawfully broken, and from the bondage of which the 


deceit and veolence, whos 
people might be righteously delivered. Furthermore, 
see a promise conce rning Ephraim, whose iniquity was 

und up, and whose sin was hid ; Hosea xiii. 14. “I 
will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will 
redeem them from death ; O death, [will be thy plagues; 
O grave I will be thy destruction; repentance shall be 
It is clear that no price could 


hid from mine eyes.” 
be received by the grave and by death as an equivalent 
powers, by which 


elected. By theerc 


But by destr Wily tut 


r Ephraim. 
' ] , ' 
H 


he was held, his redemption was 


hints so fully supported by scripture, it is evident that 
the ser ipture s which spe ak of Christ as our redeemer, 
no support can be derived of this doctrine of substitu- 
tion. But all such passages are clearly understood in 
a way consistent with reason, which cannot fail to ren- 
der the subject satisfactory, as I trust, to any reasona- 


ble mind. TO BE CONTINUED, 
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RELIGION. 

Levon like every thing of a heavenly and divine 
nature, contains in itself those characteristics by which 
its divinity is known. 

[it is too often the case, that the prejudices which a- 
rise, like unwholesome vapours, from certain peculiar? 
ties and particular tenets of dierent sects, so darken 


the understanding as to lead the mind to censure all the 
se who subscribed to a fav- 
ourite system, But could we 


travel the world over, and with clear, unprejudiced eye 


religious world, except th 


as Irreligious and profane. 


sight examine the hearts of all denominations, it is high- 
ly probably, that we should return with vastly more 
liberal views, than those with which we began the ex- 
aminatiol 


and devotion are 
lite and peace. As it 


‘ . ‘ 17 ag loos Awe _ . 
Manis naturally religious. Piety 


elemeit: m which man tinds 


stands in iis native form without the ornaments of hu- 
tion, religion, every where, and among all 


All pro- 


Mun ive) 


people, is love t God. and good will to man. 


lfess to cultivate the former unbounded!y, and the lat- 


ter as fi 


r as their prejudices will permit. But there is 
once penetrate, we 


find that religion has Ler most sacred abode, in the af- 


an inner vail, threugh which if we 
fections of the human heart. where universal benevo- 
lence is warmly cherished, and a generous love to all 
mankind maintains a holy soverc ignuty in the pious soul. 

If we cautiously examine the most iliberal sectarian, 
even one whose creed consigns nine tenths of the hu- 
man race to everlasting miscry, in the future world, 
we find in his pious heart the same principle, which in 
another of a more liberal ereed, iz maniiested in open 
and avowed sentiments. Tor instance, 1! we go to one, 
who proiesses to believe that our Father in heaven has 
predestinated millions oi limman beings to endless mise- 
ry, even before creation; and ceuld we look into his 
bonest and devotional affections, could we read the fer- 
vent prayers Which lis soul breathes out to God, there 
is not the least doubt but we should tind universal love, 
yes, love to all men, sway ing its golden sceptre through 
the vast dominions of the soul. When we hear minis- 
isters of the most limited doctrines offer up their public 
prayers to the giver of every good and periect gift, can 
we reasonably judge that these men are opposed to the 
But here 
lies one very great difliculty, and one which is hard toe 


salvation of allmen? No, surely we cannot. 
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beremoved. Though they pray for the salvation of all 
men, yet they are not willing that our Father in heav- 
en should save them, in any other way, than by bring- 
ing them to their persuasion. Like the pharisees of old, | 
who would compass sea and land to make a proselyte ; | 
but could have no hope for any who were not circum- 
cised and conformed to the law of Moses. 

Sut we must not look for religion in creeds and form- 
ularies of human invention, we must look for it in the 
honest, the pious, the devotional heart; in that heart 
which truly loves God; forthat heart which loves God, 
loves its brother also; ** For he that loveth not his bro- 
ther, whom he hath seen, how can he love God, whom 
he hath not seen.” 

This principle of love to God and good will to all 
mankind, is true rel:gion, and it is a most happy consi- 
Aeration that all denominations agree in this sentiment. 





THE TRINITY. 

“ll power ts given unto me in heaven and earth.” 

Matt, xxviii. 18. 
Tus testimony of the risen Saviour seems to operate 
as very direct evidence against the opinion of his being 
sssentially God, and of his having in possession from 
eternity almighty power. If he had always possessed 
almighty power as an essential attribute of his nature, 
he surely would not have said that all power was given 
to him. 


' timation of this doctrine ? 
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that he is so from unbeginning eternity, that he would, 
when speaking on the subject of his power, have uot 
only avoided giving any intimations of his dependence, 
but would have left his testimony directly in favour ot 
this indispensable article of the christian faith. But in 
room of this, must it not be acknowledged, that he nev- 
er did, from the commencement of his ministry, until 
he ascended to glory, give to his disciples the least in- 
And 

3. When we look into the prophesies concerning the 
power, kingdom, and reign of the Messiah, we find Jan- 
guage which corresponds with the testimony of Jesus. 
See Psalm ii. 6, 7, 3. ** 1 will declare the decree; the 
Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day 
have I begotten thee. Ask of me, and I shall give thee 
the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy possession.” Isaiah xii. 6. 
‘¢ 1 the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will 
hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for 
a covenant of the people for a light of the Gentiles.”°— 
Isaiah xi. 1, 2, 3. ** And there shal] come forth a rod 
out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of 
his roots: and the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge, and of the 
fear of the Lord; and shall make him of quick under- 
standing in the fear of the Lord.”? See also Daniel vii. 
14. ** And there was given him dominion, and glory, 
and a kingdom, that all people and nations, and Jan- 





In whatever case we notice a gilt, we are na- 
turally led to contemplate the following particulars. — | 
i. One, who is destitute of that which is given. 


guages, should serve him.’? No comment is neces- 
sary to show that the foregoing prophetic testimony 


2. One, who is in possession of that which is to be | perfectly harmonizes with the declarations of the Sa- 


given. 


3. The will and ability of him who has in possession 


viour which we have noticed. 
In a future number we may invite the attention of 


the thi g to be given, to be stow it on the one who has |our readers to the consideraticn of some direct testimo- 


itnot. And, 

4. The actual performance of this conveyance. 

The reader will perceive, that according to the fore- 
going analysis, he who said, ‘all power is giren unto 
me,”” did not, ‘rom all eternity, possess almighty power. 
‘Te therefore could not be essentially the seli-existent 
eternal God. There is a passage in the 11th of Matt. 
which contains testimony of a bearing similar to the 


har | 


passage we have noticed. See verse 27, ** All things 


are delivered unto me of my Father.”’ It is impossible 
to avoid seeing that the Saviour here implied that all 
things were not always in his possession; for if they 
were, why should he say, ** all things are delivered unto 
me of my Father”? If according to common opinion, 
the Father and the Son are co-equal, co-eternal, and 
co-essentially God, we sce no more reason in saying 
that the Father gave power to the Son, than in saying 
the Son gave power to the Father. 
no sense in either. 


Indeed we can see 


In further confirmation of the sentiment so plainly 
expressed in the two passages above quoted, see Luke 
XXil. 28, 29, 30. Jesus speaks to his disciples ; ** Ye are 
they which have continued with me in my temptations; 
and I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath 
appointed unto me; that ye may cat and drink at my 
table in my kingdom, and sit on thron« 
twelve tribes of Israel.’ 


©, Judging the 
There is no one who cannot 
see the impropriety of contending that the disciples o/ 
Jesus were eternally in possession of the kingdom, 
which their master said he would appeint unto them. 
But he said he would appoint unto them a kingdom, as 
uis Father had appoinied unto him. 

Our readers cannot think it foreign from this subjeet 
fo remark, 

1, That it seems to us utterly unaccountable why 
our Saviour, when treating on the subject of his power, 
should be so careful to have it understood that he was 
beholden to his Father for it, if it had been his intention 
to lead his disciples into the belief that he was essential- 
jy the Almighty God, 

2. It seems to us reasonable to suppose, that if it be 
of essential importance that the disciples of the Saviour 
should believe that be is, in fact the Almighty God, and 


ny of Jesus concerning his dependence on God, 





PHILOSOPHY AND CHRISTIANITY. 

By Dr. Nott, President of Schenectady (N.Y.) College. 

PaiLosopHy confines its views to this world princi- 
pally. It endeavours to satisfy man with the grovelling 
joys of earth till he returns to that earth from which he 
was taken. Christianity takes a nobler flight. Her 
course is directed towards immortality. hither she 
conducts her votary, and never forsakes him, till, hav- 
ing introduced him into the society of angels, she fixes 
his eternal residence among the spirits of the just.— 
Philosophy can only heave a sigh, a longing sigh after 
immortality. Eternity is to her an unknown vast, in 
which she soars on conjecture’s trembling wing. Above 
—beneath—around—is an unfathomable void; and 
doubt, uncertainty, or despair, are the result of all her 
inquiries. Christianity, on the other hand, having fur- 
nished all necessary information concerning life, with 
firm and undaunted step crosses death’s narrow isthmus, 
and boldly launches forth into that dread futurity which 
borders on it. Her path is marked with glory. The 
once dark and dreary regions lightens as she approaches 
Vaith fol- 
lows where she advances, till reaching the summit of 


it, and benignly smiles as she passes over it. 


the everlasting hills, an unknown scene in endless vari- 
eties of loveliness and beauty presents itself, over which 
the ravished eye wanders without a cloud to dim, ora 
limit to obstruct its sight. In the midst of this scene, 
rendered luminous by the glory which covers it, the 

Trees 
rivers of 


city—the palace—the dhrone of God appears. 
of life wave their ambrosial tops around it; 

salyation issue from beneath it; before it angels touch 
their harps of living melody, and saints in sweet response 
breathe forth to the listening heavens their grateful 
songs. ‘The breezes of paradise wait the symphony, 
and the pending sky directs it to the earth. The re- 
deemed of the Lord catch the distant sound, and a sud- 
den rapture. °Tis the voice of departed friendship— 
friendship, the loss of which they mourned upon earth, 
but which they are now assured wi!l be restored in the 


heavens, from whence a voice is heard to say, * fear 





not; death cannot injure you; ithe crave cannot con- 


47 


line you; through its chill mansion, grace will conduct 
you up to glory. We wait your arrival ; haste there- 
fore, come away.”’ 








—_ 








MARRIED, 

In this town, Mr. Benjamin Franklin Mimot to Miss 
Henrietta Fuller.—Rev. Richard S. Storrs, jr. of Brain- 
tree, to Miss Harriet Moore, of Boston.—Mr. Samuel 
Ricker to Miss Catharine Clinton.—Mr. Benja. Carter 
to Miss Sophia L. Curtis.—Mr. Thomas D. Roach, of 
Portsmouth, N. H. to Miss Mary Herrick, of Boston. 


DIED, 

At Groton, on Saturday last, Reverend JOSHUA 
HUNTINGTON, Pastor of the Old South Church in 
this town, in the 34th year of his age, and 12th of his 
ministry. His remains were brought to town on the 
same day, and entombed on Monday by his Society, 
with every mark of respect and affection, ‘The corpse 
was carried from the late mansion of the deceased to 
the meeting-house, preceded by the Committee of Ar- 
rangements, and followed by the Relatives, a large 
number of the Clergy of all denominations, and Mem- 
bers of the Church; and placed in the broad aisle.— 
The solemnities commenced with a funeral anthem 
from a numerous choir; prayer was then made by Rev. 
Professor Porter, of Andover; the sermon by the Rev. 
Mr. Dwight, and the concluding prayer by the Rev. 
Mr. Lowell, of this town. 

A procession was then formed which consisted of up- 
wards of twa hundred males and females, which was 
followed by sixteen carriages, and proceeded to the 
place of interment. 

The meeting house was crowded to excess, and was 
shrouded in black. The principal part of the numerous 
Church of the Society was in deep mourning; and the whole 
Society wore suitable badges of respect. We learnt from 
the sermon, that the amiable widow of the deceased, 
his brother, and several members of the Church were 
present at his decease in Groton; and that he met his 
dissolution, and separation from friends so dear, with the 
firmness of a Man and the resignation of a Christian. 


At Savannah, James B. LAMBERT, a native of Bos- 
ton. It becomes our melancholy duty to record the 
death of this young man, whose life and conversation 
presented those pleasing qualities, which ever endear 
one to society and to friends; whose character was 
marked, and whose conduct evinced the higher virtues 
of honesty and humanity. Possessed of a disposition, 
agreeable and engaging ; with manners calculated to 
please in every circle; he was esteemed by all who 
knew him, as one worthy the affection and esteem of 
every heart alive to friendship and sensibility. From 
an acquaintance with his character, we would be per- 
mitted to pay this humbie tribute to his name ; and feel- 
ing, as we do, the Joss of so amiable a companion, we 
cannot, but with deep sorrow, lament his early exit.—- 
We regret that it was for him to die far from his connex- 
ions and friends ; though we feel a sure confidence, from 
the nature of his disposition, that he found those whe 
were sensible of his merii, and administered every help 
and consolation within their power. But as infinite 
wisdom has decreed, that such should be the short ca- 
reer of our respected friend, that his spirit should no 
longer animate his mortal frame; let us with humble 
submission acquiesce in the decree, and say with cheer- 
ful confidence **thy will be done.” May we rest in 
full hope that he was under the protection of his ** bet- 
ter friend ;”’ believing that he has called him hence, 
from this transitory being to enjoy the happiness of a 
more perfect existence, to make him forever an inhab- 
itant of that ** house not made with hands” where are 
picasures forever more.—| Communicated. ] 

In this town, widow Sarah Brown, aged 61.—Mrs. 
Sally Wheeler.—Mr. Win. hilleran, 31.—Miss Lucy 
Roberts, 28.—Mrs. Vetsy Pratt, 26.—Mr. Samuel W. 
Wilkins, 7.—Capt. Russel Lord, 60.—Mr. Charles C. 
Dana, 20.—Mr. George Berry, 40.—Dorcas Lake, 27. 
—Joseph Pallies, 44.—Miss l'meline Hunt, 16.—Joseph ° 
Hayward, 20.—Wm. Frost, a native of England. 





= So —————— 


Parable of the Rich Man & Lazarus ! 
JUST’ PUBLISHED, 
AND FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICER, 

A SERMON, delivered at the Second Univer- 
salist Meeting House, in this town, by Rev. H. Ballou, 
Pastor. —Text, St. Luke, xvi. 19—31. ** There was a 
certain rich man which was clothed in purple and fine 
linen, &e. &e, &e.” 
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FROM CAMPBELL’S PLEASURES OF HOPE. 
near 
‘- Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not ; for of such ts the kingdom of God.” 
Mark x. 14. 
Lo! at the couch where infant beauty sleeps, 
Her silent watch the mournful mother keeps ; 
She, while the lovely babe unconscious lies, 
Smiles on her slumb’ring child with pensive cyes, 
And weaves a song of melancholy joy — 
** Sleep, image of thy father, sleep, ny boy : 
** No ling’ring hour of sorrow shall be thine ; 
** No sich that rends thy father’s heart and mine ; 
** Bright as his manly sire, the son shall be 
‘* In form and soul; but, ah! more blest than he! 
‘* Thy fame, thy worth, thy fillal love, at last, 
‘6 Shall sooth his aching heart for all the past— 
‘6 With many a smile my solitude repay, 
‘© And chase the world’s ungenerous scorn away. 
* And say, when summon’d from the world and thee, 
‘¢ | Jay my head beneath the willow tree, 
‘© Wilt ‘hou, sweet mourner! at my stone appear, 
‘6 And soothe my parted spirit ling’ring near? 
*¢ Oh, wilt thou come, at ev’ning hour, to shed 
‘¢ The tears of memory o’er my narrow bed ; 
‘+ With aching temples on thy hand reclin‘d, 
** Muse on the last farewell 1 leave behind, 
‘* Breathe a deep sigh to winds that murmur low, 
** And think on all my love, and all my woe?” 
So speaks affection, ere the infant eye 
Can look regard, or brighten in reply ; 
But when the cherub lip hath learnt to claim 
A mother’s ear by that endearing name ; 
Soon as the playful innocent cen prove 
A tear of pity, on a smile of love, 
Or cons his murmuring task beneath her care, 
Or lisps with holy look his ew’ning prayer, 
On gazing, mutely pensive sits to hear 
The mournful ballad warbled in his ears ; 
How fondly looks admiring Hope the while, 
At ev’ry artless tear, and ev’ry smile! 
How glows the joyous parent to descry 
A guileless bosom, true to sympathy ! 





ee 





GROSS SUPERSTITION. 

[ WE select the following from the Religious Intelligen- 
cer, that our readers may not be iguorant of the gross 
superstition which is labouring to proselyte the peo- 
ple of India, to a belief as stupid, at least, and as ab- 
surd, and as dishonourable to God as was ever pro- 
duced by the vain imagination of man. | 


2 WORD FOR CHRIST AND THE HEATHEN. 


TO THE FRIENDS OF GOD AND MAN. 
The following .Iddress was written by the Rev. 
Gorpon Hau, one of the wdmerican Missionaries 


at Bombay, India. 
FaTneERS and brethren, ye who are just delivered 


irom eternal death, and raised to the threshold of heav- | 


en; while you are exulting in the assurance of being 
soon ushered into the presence of God and the Lamb, 
behold seven eighths of your fellow-men sinking into 
everlasting burnings. Gracious God! why do these 
countless millions perish? 
them? 


Is there no salvation for 


Jesus tasted death for every man; and that he is the: 


propitiation not for our sins only, but for the sins of the 
whole world? Then there is salvation for these perish- 


ing myriads. But do they know that the Son of God 


has died to redeem them, and that to Him the ends of 


the earth may look aud be saved? Ah! they have nev- 
And why? Did Christ bow his head 
in death, descend into the tomb, and there sleep in for- 
getfulness of the vast heathen world? 
from the dead, as if for the sole purpose of giving to his 
disciples one great Commission, and with his farewell 


er heard of this. 


No, he arose 


Ye redeemed of the Lord, do ye not suy that. 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


| and ascending voice commanded them to ‘*Go into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every creature :”” 
yet 1800 years have rolled away, at this very moment 
| seven-eights of the whole world are dropping into hell 
because the gospel is not preached to them. Whatcan 
| be the cause of the eternal ruin of so many millions of 
}immortal souls? It is the known, deliberate, persever- 
ing disobedience of Christians to one of the plainest 
commands of Christ; a command delivered in a man- 
But this you will 


jner the most solemn and binding. 


say is ahigh charge. True; a high charge indeed.— 
But the charge is as true in every part of it, as the de- 
gree of cuilt which it implies is alarming. Let it come 
tothe test. There is salvation in none but Christ, and 
whosoever believeth not in him must be damned. But 
how shall the heathen believe in Him of whom they 
have not heard? and how shall they hear without a 


preacher? and how shall they preach except they be 
sent? The Apostle means that they cannot hear, be- 





lieve, nor be saved without preachers, and Christ in | 
the most solemn manner has charged his disciples to 
& Yet ! 


his disciples disobey, and to this day have not preached 


o und preach the gospel to every one of them. 
his gospel to more than one sixth part of the world ;} 
and the ne cessary Consequence is, that the great mass 
of mankind do not hear, do not believe, are not saved. 
What then can be more certain than that the souls of 
the heathen will be required at the hand of Christians 
lisobey the plain command of their Lord. 
This disobedience is known disobedience. 


who thus « 


They hold | 
the command in their hands, and may read it “every. 
They know that the heathen cannot be caved 
through Christ unless he is preached to them; they | 
know that he has not yet been preached to them; and} 
that he must be preached to them speedily, or they are | 


lost forever, and yet they do not preach Christ to the | 


Gay. 
~~ 


heathen! 

It is also deliberate disobedience. Their expe iene | 
of their own native depravity, unites with the testim if 
ny of God in convincing them that the whole world is | 
perishing in sin; but notwithstanding this, the com-| 
mand is still disobeyed—the gospel is not preached—the 
the heathen perish. 

This disobedience is persevering disobedience. For 
| 


eighteen hundred years the command has been in the 
hands of Christians, and all this time, the great mass of | 
mankind from generation to generation, have be en| 
A thousand voices | 
have cried to the churches, fly, fly, for the salvation of 


plunging into the bottomiless pit. 
yonder perishing multitudes, and yet Christians have 
stood still and cooly 


witnessed the progress of this tre- 
Is not the whole } 


mendous ruin of immortal beings. 





| charge then made good? Christians by their deliberate 
| persevering disobedicnee of the plainest command of 
Christ, occasioued the endless ruin of the heathen.— 
How amazing—how alarming the guilt! How awful is 


| the consequences! Jfiow vust the ruin of souls which 


jit involves! 

But why, itis said, why speak as though nothing had 
been done for the heathen: are uot Missionaries sent 
Biessed be God, something has been 
But let if 


membered that there are in Asia 350,000,000 souls, and | 


forth every year? 


done. Missionaries aye in the field. be re- 





among them all, but 40 Protestant Missionaries, which | 
give but one Missionary to 12,500,000 souls. How! 
then stands the | 


much then has been | 
done? Why just enough to prove that Christians mzght | 
obey the command and send the word of life to all the | 
heathen, if they would, and just enough to leave them 
altogether without an excuse, and to load them with 


account? How 


| 
guilt aggravated an hundred fold. 

But why, some may exclaim, why sbould you sup- 
pose that a host of laborers can be sent forth in a day ? 
We must have time to dothis. O! thou crucified Lamb 
of God, are there not youth enough, redeemed by thy 
most precious blood, who might immediately tiv, by 
hundreds for the salvation of the heathen, and the hon- |; 
jor of thy name, if they were only disposed to deny | 





+ 


|} overcome 


themselves and obey the command’ Are not the silyep 
and the gold all thine own? Is there not enough in the 
hand of thy disciples ? and meght they not immediately 
send forth thousands te proclaim thy redeeming love a- 
mong the Gentiles, it they were only willing to deny 
themselves and imitate thee, who though thou wast rich, 
yet for our sakes becamest poor, that we through thy 
poverty might be rich ? 

‘But there must be a time to do this.” 
perishing millions, bone of our bone, and flesh of our 
flesh, Christ has indeed died to save you, and has com- 


Ah! ye 


manded his disciples to go and tell you what you must 
do to be saved, but you must have patience ; Christians 
intend to take the proper means for your salvation as 
soon as they can do it without too much inconvenience, 
‘+ There must be time’’—time for what? A few more 
generations of the heathen to plunge after their fathers 
into eternal burnings? 

3ut some will say missionaries are wanted at home; 
send the 
@! Christians, will you fly to inf- 
Hath not 
he that cannot lie said, ** He that watereth shall be wa- 


shall we overlook our own countrymen and 


gospel to others ? 


delity to find an excuse for your negligence 


tered also himself?” that is to say, the direct way of 
receiving an increase of the blessings of the gespel, is 
there is a 
supply both for home and abroad,—if young men were 


to impart those blessings to others. Besides, 
only disposed to go, and the churches disposed to send 
them. 

But the excuse is changed, and the Ciliculties, it is 


said, arise, discouragements are multiplied, missi 


ynaries 


go, most of them soon die, others return, much is lost 


and little gained. True difficulties and discourage- 
Christ 


The ve- 
a] 


1 


ments stand thick in the way, and where has 
taught his difficulties to expect the contrary ? 
cisciple is, to forsake all, t 


all things t 


ry condition of being his 
? 
] 


hazar all. and to endure ra nrist’s and tor 


ithe elect’s sake. 


When the Apostles were commissioned to go forth 
;amidst perils, scourgings, imprisonment, and d : 
| how powerfully they might have plead this excuse and 

said, Dangers, difficulties, discou ments ure in the 
way. But they had not so learned Uhr! 

The command to preach the rospel to ev ercas 
ture, is positive and unconditional. The work must be 
done. Omnipotence is pledged to give it success. Dif 
ficulties, and, to the eve of unbelief, insurniounicl! 
ditkculties will arise. But the greater they are at cve- 
ry time and place, the greater must be the efforts te 


them. Let obstructions urise. Jet them be 


multiplied, no matter to what extent; still, to forbear 
putting forth suitable exertions for evangelizing the 
} world, is infidelity, disobedience to Christ. and indiifer- 


ence to the salvation of men: 


and in any ciicumstances 
lion in exertion is of the nature of epostacy.— 
oes any one think this hersh langu ie < let him en- 
quire at the Nps of an ascending Redeemer, or an ex- 
piring martyr; let him listen to that tremendous sen- 
tence, which at the creat day, will doom every uncon- 
verted pagan to the pains of eternal fire. 


Do you ask, how much we Do as 
preach the gospel to 


W hile you he- 


—while you deliberate 


' 
ovent to do; 
much as your Saviour ceuimands: 
, 1 
every creafure. When: 


sitate to do 


lismediately. 
1] this you transeres 
you deliberately transgress—every day you continue to 


do so, you perseveringly transgress—and this transgres- 


sion is the eternal destruction of the heathen. 


From the field of battle, amidst the slain, the wound- 


¢ { } a> svLcr . ° > .£ 
ed, and the dying, I send you this word in favour of 


~ 

(7 
~ 

~ 


heathen 





Just Published and For Sale at this Ofice, 

A volume of Sermens, delivered in Philadel- 
phia, on the Doctrine of Universal Benevolence. by 
Rey. Abner Kneeland, pastor of the First Universalist 
Church in that place.—Price 62 1-2 cents. 


rr | ‘ ° M ° . 
‘ he 1 rial ; Calvin and liopkins vs, the Bible 
aud Common Sense.—Price 37 1-2 cents. 
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